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Study 1
-
Going to Jerusalem and Getting out of Jerusalem.

Study 2
-
Moving back to Jerusalem
– Neh. 11

Study 3
-
The Back to Jerusalem Vision and Movement

Study 2
-
Moving Back to Jerusalem
Recapitulation of Study 1:

A.
Going to Jerusalem – The Roles of Jerusalem; The Road to Jerusalem.

B.
Getting out of Jerusalem – Disobedience in Jerusalem; Departure from Jerusalem.

C.
Gentiles taking over Jerusalem – Jerusalem Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow.

Introduction to Studies 2 & 3: Three Approaches to the Study of Neh. Ch. 11
(1) The Historical “Back to Jerusalem” Movement.
Neh. 11
(2) The Present “Back to Jerusalem” Movement and Vision. (PBJMV)
The Chinese Experience

(3) The Mission to “Go Forth from Jerusalem” Challenge.
The Korean & Penang Experience

The Historical Back to Jerusalem Movement

Compared with the Present Back to Jerusalem Movement and Vision (PBJMV)
A. The Grounds:

1. The Background:

a. The Period of 70 years of Captivity had Concluded.
Cf. Jer. 25:11, 12


This whole land shall be a desolation, and an astonishment; and these nations 


shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years.
b. The People had returned to Jerusalem with the decree of Cyrus.
Cf. Ezra 1:1-3ff


Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The LORD God of heaven hath …charged me


to build him an house at Jerusalem…Who is there among you of all his people?

His God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem…and build the house of the LORD God of Israel
c. The Temple had been Completed.
Ezra 6:15

this house was finished on the third day of the month Adar…in the sixth year of …Darius the king.
d. The Wall had been Constructed.
Neh. 6:15

So the wall was finished in the twenty and fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty and two days.

2. The Besetting Problems regarding Jerusalem.
Neh. 7:4


The city was large and great: but the people were few therein, and the houses were not builded.

a. The City was large and great.
Cf. Mt. 9:37a
b. The Citizens were few.
Cf. Mt. 9:37b

c. The Cottages in the City had not been rebuilt!
Neh. 7:4, NIV
3. The Back to Jerusalem Movement.
Neh. 11:1

a. The Calling of Jerusalem.

i. The City was referred to as Jerusalem the holy city/mountain.
11:1 (1st. occ. In Neh), 18; Dan. 9:16
ii. The Citizens were to be holy.

Isa. 48:2 cf. I Pet. 1:15, 16


For they call themselves of the holy city…The LORD of hosts is his name.

iii. Only the Circumcised and Clean allowed in in the future Jerusalem. Isa. 52:1-3; Joel 3:17; Rev. 22:14, 15


O Jerusalem, the holy city: for henceforth there shall no more come into thee

 the uncircumcised and the unclean.
b. The Call to return to Jerusalem – bring…to dwell in Jerusalem.
Neh. 11:1 cf. Mt. 9:38

c. The Candidates to return to Jerusalem.
Chs. 7-10

i. Those in the Register who Returned from Babylon.
7:5, 73


I found a register of the genealogy of them which came up at the first, and found written therein.

ii. Those of the Seed of Israel Separated from Strangers.
9:2


the seed of Israel separated themselves from all strangers.


iii. Those who put their Seal to the Covenant to Separate themselves.
9:38; 10:1, 28-39

We make a sure covenant, and write it… Now those that sealed were…

The PBJMV: 

1. Who are they? [Visit: http://www.backtojerusalem.com/vision/  ]
a. The Chinese house churches’ vision and movement – to evangelise…by sending 100,000 missionaries 


to countries along the Silk Road (see appendix) from China to the Mediterranean Sea.

b. The Concept of Back to Jerusalem – a geographical advance of the gospel throughout history to encircle the Globe with the Gospel to reach approximately 5, 200 unreached people groups and tribes.
2. How did it start? In the late 20’s but petered out from the early '50s to the late '80s.

[Visit:  http://www.backtojerusalem.com/  ]

a. The vision of the Jesus Family in China in the late 1920s.

b. The vision to walk back to Jerusalem preaching the Gospel – a few reached the border of China.

c. The vision Jeopardized by communism and vanished from the early ‘50s to the late ‘80s.
3. When did it reemerge?  [Visit http://www.backtojerusalem.com/history/history3.aspx  ]
a. Simon Zhao, a leader of the Movement in the late ‘40s and early ‘50s. 

b. Sentenced to 31 years imprisonment and released in 1981. [His vision continued while in prison.]

c. Shared his vision with others when restored, raising a new generation to fulfil his vision.

Died December 7, 2001. He was 83-years-old. 

4. What is now the Contribution of the Chinese Church in this missionary movement?

a. Their Vision and Passion: to impact those along the Silk Road with their mission

b. Training for Persecution: Persecution at home is to purify witness even for possible martyrdom abroad.

c. Theological Problem: Often to discern under persecution if it is Divine Will or the Devil’s hindrance?

B. The Guidelines.
Neh. 11:1-3
1. The Rulers of the people Set the example – the rulers of the people dwelt at Jerusalem
11:1

2. The Rest of the people were Selected by lot – a Divine Decision of a Call to Comply.

a. A Tenth of the People to populate Jerusalem – bring one of ten to dwell in Jerusalem.
11:1

b. A Tithing of Property to Jehovah – the role of Levites in Jerusalem and outside.
Cf. 11:18, 36

 All the Levites in the holy city…And of the Levites were divisions in Judah, and in Benjamin.

The Levites were in Jerusalem as well as in the rural cities of Judah and Benjamin to receive tithes.

3. The Remnant of volunteers – they went with the blessing of the others.
11:2


The people blessed all the men, that willingly offered themselves to dwell at Jerusalem.
4. The Rural city dwellers to remain to supply the needs of those who went – the people
11:2


The PBJMV: 

[Visit: http://www.ctlibrary.com/ct/2004/april/5.84.html  for an interview with Paul Hattaway on this]

1. Why choose a goal of 100,000 missionaries? 

a. The Prayer meeting that brought the top leaders of the house churches together.

b. The Partnership of the various groups.

c. The Portion of missionaries decided upon – a tenth of 1 million “full-time” pastors and evangelists.

2. How many have gone out?
a. The Vision is still Far from being fulfilled with a little less than 1500 cross-cultural missionaries.

b. The Mission is Flexible with missionaries travelling to and fro in and out of China.

c. The Direction is Fixed to evangelise those along the Silk Road.

3. Do they have a supporting structure within the churches that send them out?
a. The Six or Seven major house church networks (millions in each) Support the vision fully.

b. They all look to the Hand of the Lord to supply their financial needs, not to western Human Handouts.

c. They Believe in a God Who is Behind them and will provide when they obey His call.

d. They also do Part-time tent-making to enable them to enter their mission fields easier as Professionals.

Conclusion: Three Challenges go out to the local Christian Church today:

1) Do we have a Vision and a Mission Programme to set Direction for our church?

2) Do we involve the members in Mission Awareness, Interest, Support and Giving?

3) How are we related to the neighbours around us, our Community, the Persecuted Church elsewhere and the Current developments in the Middle-east and in the world? 
Study 3: The Groupings and the Giving and the Challenge to go from and back to Jerusalem. 
Neh. 11:4-24

Appendix: From Wikipedia.
The Silk Road or Silk Route is an interconnected series of routes through Southern Asia traversed by caravan and ocean vessel, and connecting Chang'an (today's Xi'an), China, with Antioch, Asia Minor, as well as other points. It extends over 8,000 km (5,000 miles). Its influence carried over into Japan and Korea. The last missing railroad link on the Silk Road was completed in 1992, when the international railway communication Almaty–Urumqi opened.



